CHAPTER V

CHIBCHA GOVEBNMENT: THE ZIPA Am> THE ZAQUE

THE Chibcha people were governed by two
sovereigns: the Zipa in the southern half of the
country, including the plain of Bogota; and the
Zaque in the northern half. There was also a
religious chief called Iraca at the great temple of
Suamo, about twenty miles from Tun]a, the
capital of the Zaque. This office, and the suc-
cession to it, was instituted by the mythical
civiliser Garachacha. The Iraca was to be
elected alternately from among the inhabitants
of two districts l by four chiefs.2

The Zipa and Zaque were despotic, ordaining
laws, administering justice, presiding over festivals,
and leading their armies. The veneration of their
subjects was profound. They were surrounded
by Usaques, or chiefs of provinces. When,
previously, independent chiefs were reduced to

1  Tobaza and Firdbitoba.

2  The chiefs of Gameza, Busbanm, Pesca, and Toca.
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